
NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Alabama in 2019

$54,194,918
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Alabama LIHEAP funding down

7.83%
from FY10 to FY19

498,171
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Alabama2

78,584
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Alabama in 2019

Alabama By the Numbers

   82.98%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Alabama have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Alabama lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
43.81%

disabled
62.60%

child under 6
17.71%

Only 15.77% of the total eligible population in Alabama received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Alaska in 2019

$18,846,959
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Alaska LIHEAP funding down

25.53%
from FY10 to FY19

48,814
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Alaska2

5,690
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Alaska in 2019

Alaska By the Numbers

   31.85%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Alaska have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Alaska lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
17.93%

disabled
11.79%

child under 6
9.98%

Only 11.66% of the total eligible population in Alaska received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Arizona in 2019

$29,578,632
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Arizona LIHEAP funding down

12.30%
from FY10 to FY19

636,778
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Arizona2

29,489
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Arizona in 2019

Arizona By the Numbers

   75.47%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Arizona have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Arizona lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
29.88%

disabled
51.76%

child under 6
23.90%

Only 4.63% of the total eligible population in Arizona received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Colorado in 2019

$53,793,334
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Colorado LIHEAP funding down

16.28%
from FY10 to FY19

377,432
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Colorado2

68,204
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Colorado in 2019

Colorado By the Numbers

   64.52%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Colorado have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Colorado lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
38.65%

disabled
24.00%

child under 6
16.56%

Only 18.07% of the total eligible population in Colorado received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Connecticut in 2019

$75,290,878
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Connecticut LIHEAP funding down

22.33%
from FY10 to FY19

424,233
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Connecticut2

81,456
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Connecticut in 2019

Connecticut By the Numbers

   70.56%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Connecticut have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Connecticut lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
38.15%

disabled
34.92%

child under 6
17.50%

Only 19.20% of the total eligible population in Connecticut received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Delaware in 2019

$12,954,982
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Delaware LIHEAP funding down

14.71%
from FY10 to FY19

88,426
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Delaware2

10,904
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Delaware in 2019

Delaware By the Numbers

   78.42%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Delaware have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Delaware lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
48.52%

disabled
39.94%

child under 6
13.08%

Only 12.33% of the total eligible population in Delaware received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Florida in 2019

$96,776,424
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Florida LIHEAP funding down

12.30%
from FY10 to FY19

1,684,340
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Florida2

123,590
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Florida in 2019

Florida By the Numbers

   73.57%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Florida have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Florida lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
39.91%

disabled
33.57%

child under 6
20.17%

Only 7.34% of the total eligible population in Florida received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Georgia in 2019

$76,516,601
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Georgia LIHEAP funding down

12.30%
from FY10 to FY19

1,014,818
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Georgia2

161,012
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Georgia in 2019

Georgia By the Numbers

   69.29%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Georgia have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Georgia lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
52.36%

disabled
33.44%

child under 6
11.00%

Only 15.87% of the total eligible population in Georgia received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Idaho in 2019

$21,542,658
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Idaho LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

136,195
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Idaho2

34,015
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Idaho in 2019

Idaho By the Numbers

   84.25%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Idaho have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Idaho lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
41.21%

disabled
55.98%

child under 6
21.54%

Only 24.98% of the total eligible population in Idaho received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Illinois in 2019

$172,194,747
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Illinois LIHEAP funding down

26.05%
from FY10 to FY19

932,467
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Illinois2

236,371
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Illinois in 2019

Illinois By the Numbers

   73.93%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Illinois have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Illinois lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
44.13%

disabled
34.20%

child under 6
16.37%

Only 25.35% of the total eligible population in Illinois received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Indiana in 2019

$76,976,528
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Indiana LIHEAP funding down

26.09%
from FY10 to FY19

690,086
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Indiana2

112,567
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Indiana in 2019

Indiana By the Numbers

   76.42%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Indiana have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Indiana lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
39.08%

disabled
44.33%

child under 6
16.27%

Only 16.31% of the total eligible population in Indiana received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Iowa in 2019

$54,554,297
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Iowa LIHEAP funding down

19.54%
from FY10 to FY19

284,552
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Iowa2

82,644
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Iowa in 2019

Iowa By the Numbers

   80.23%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Iowa have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Iowa lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
35.53%

disabled
53.82%

child under 6
20.04%

Only 29.04% of the total eligible population in Iowa received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Kansas in 2019

$36,513,752
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Kansas LIHEAP funding down

12.56%
from FY10 to FY19

177,110
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Kansas2

33,383
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Kansas in 2019

Kansas By the Numbers

   71.43%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Kansas have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Kansas lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
36.60%

disabled
35.02%

child under 6
17.77%

Only 18.85% of the total eligible population in Kansas received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Kentucky in 2019

$54,725,461
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Kentucky LIHEAP funding down

5.22%
from FY10 to FY19

387,096
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Kentucky2

111,151
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Kentucky in 2019

Kentucky By the Numbers

   72.32%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Kentucky have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Kentucky lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
33.74%

disabled
53.68%

child under 6
16.06%

Only 28.71% of the total eligible population in Kentucky received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Louisiana in 2019

$50,898,734
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Louisiana LIHEAP funding down

1.87%
from FY10 to FY19

596,341
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Louisiana2

72,035
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Louisiana in 2019

Louisiana By the Numbers

   73.62%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Louisiana have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Louisiana lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
41.97%

disabled
43.76%

child under 6
15.23%

Only 12.08% of the total eligible population in Louisiana received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Maine in 2019

$39,793,122
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Maine LIHEAP funding down

26.73%
from FY10 to FY19

134,697
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Maine2

31,123
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Maine in 2019

Maine By the Numbers

   82.15%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Maine have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Maine lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
56.77%

disabled
38.68%

child under 6
9.36%

Only 23.11% of the total eligible population in Maine received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Maryland in 2019

$78,970,511
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Maryland LIHEAP funding down

3.70%
from FY10 to FY19

366,097
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Maryland2

96,322
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Maryland in 2019

Maryland By the Numbers

   74.17%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Maryland have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Maryland lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
37.03%

disabled
36.47%

child under 6
21.83%

Only 26.31% of the total eligible population in Maryland received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Massachusetts in 2019

$136,483,517
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Massachusetts LIHEAP funding down

22.24%
from FY10 to FY19

824,818
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Massachusetts2

155,792
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Massachusetts in 2019

Massachusetts By the Numbers

   74.16%
of LIHEAP recipients 

in Massachusetts have 
at least one vulnerable 
member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Massachusetts lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
46.48%

disabled
33.68%

child under 6
13.96%

Only 18.89% of the total eligible population in Massachusetts received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Minnesota in 2019

$116,287,653
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Minnesota LIHEAP funding down

19.54%
from FY10 to FY19

483,547
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Minnesota2

125,840
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Minnesota in 2019

Minnesota By the Numbers

   77.55%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Minnesota have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Minnesota lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
39.10%

disabled
42.14%

child under 6
20.98%

Only 26.02% of the total eligible population in Minnesota received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Mississippi in 2019

$32,271,091
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Mississippi LIHEAP funding down

18.63%
from FY10 to FY19

335,004
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Mississippi2

40,990
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Mississippi in 2019

Mississippi By the Numbers

   76.25%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Mississippi have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Mississippi lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
40.91%

disabled
56.21%

child under 6
13.87%

Only 12.24% of the total eligible population in Mississippi received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Missouri in 2019

$80,216,571
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Missouri LIHEAP funding down

15.79%
from FY10 to FY19

443,475
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Missouri2

114,639
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Missouri in 2019

Missouri By the Numbers

   76.80%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Missouri have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Missouri lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
32.26%

disabled
51.93%

child under 6
19.23%

Only 25.85% of the total eligible population in Missouri received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Montana in 2019

$25,268,170
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Montana LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

115,660
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Montana2

18,647
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Montana in 2019

Montana By the Numbers

   76.53%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Montana have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Montana lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
42.17%

disabled
43.53%

child under 6
14.80%

Only 16.12% of the total eligible population in Montana received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Nebraska in 2019

$31,645,024
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Nebraska LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

111,429
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Nebraska2

38,507
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Nebraska in 2019

Nebraska By the Numbers

   77.02%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Nebraska have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Nebraska lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
22.27%

disabled
46.67%

child under 6
31.76%

Only 34.56% of the total eligible population in Nebraska received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Nevada in 2019

$13,892,204
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Nevada LIHEAP funding down

12.30%
from FY10 to FY19

215,998
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Nevada2

24,501
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Nevada in 2019

Nevada By the Numbers

   81.87%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Nevada have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Nevada lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
47.59%

disabled
58.50%

child under 6
16.35%

Only 11.34% of the total eligible population in Nevada received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to New Hampshire in 2019

$27,278,597
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

New Hampshire LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

143,635
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

New Hampshire2

29,989
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in New Hampshire in 2019

New Hampshire By the Numbers

   75.62%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
New Hampshire have 
at least one vulnerable 
member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves New Hampshire lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
31.93%

disabled
41.84%

child under 6
13.27%

Only 20.88% of the total eligible population in New Hampshire received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to New Jersey in 2019

$124,026,908
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

New Jersey LIHEAP funding down

30.01%
from FY10 to FY19

715,730
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

New Jersey2

235,503
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in New Jersey in 2019

New Jersey By the Numbers

   72.86%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
New Jersey have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves New Jersey lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
46.68%

disabled
28.27%

child under 6
15.91%

Only 32.90% of the total eligible population in New Jersey received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to New Mexico in 2019

$21,002,821
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

New Mexico LIHEAP funding down

6.05%
from FY10 to FY19

218,100
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

New Mexico2

67,914
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in New Mexico in 2019

New Mexico By the Numbers

   67.20%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
New Mexico have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves New Mexico lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
27.97%

disabled
44.09%

child under 6
18.22%

Only 31.14% of the total eligible population in New Mexico received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to New York in 2019

$372,438,199
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

New York LIHEAP funding down

22.33%
from FY10 to FY19

2,281,482
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

New York2

1,053,204
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in New York in 2019

New York By the Numbers

   66.31%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
New York have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves New York lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
40.33%

disabled
38.80%

child under 6
17.26%

Only 46.16% of the total eligible population in New York received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to North Carolina in 2019

$98,541,975
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

North Carolina LIHEAP funding down

9.87%
from FY10 to FY19

754,753
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

North Carolina2

183,680
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in North Carolina in 2019

North Carolina By the Numbers

   65.99%
of LIHEAP recipients 

in North Carolina have 
at least one vulnerable 
member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves North Carolina lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
37.30%

disabled
23.45%

child under 6
19.93%

Only 24.34% of the total eligible population in North Carolina received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to North Dakota in 2019

$27,448,877
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

North Dakota LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

88,903
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

North Dakota2

13,119
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in North Dakota in 2019

North Dakota By the Numbers

   69.97%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
North Dakota have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves North Dakota lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
33.27%

disabled
23.85%

child under 6
18.85%

Only 14.76% of the total eligible population in North Dakota received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Ohio in 2019

$154,948,345
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Ohio LIHEAP funding down

30.55%
from FY10 to FY19

1,385,358
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Ohio2

268,198
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Ohio in 2019

Ohio By the Numbers

   76.19%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Ohio have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Ohio lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
40.10%

disabled
50.39%

child under 6
13.33%

Only 19.36% of the total eligible population in Ohio received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Oklahoma in 2019

$43,405,049
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Oklahoma LIHEAP funding down

9.39%
from FY10 to FY19

293,443
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Oklahoma2

106,015
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Oklahoma in 2019

Oklahoma By the Numbers

   53.68%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Oklahoma have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Oklahoma lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
24.12%

disabled
29.28%

child under 6
16.45%

Only 36.13% of the total eligible population in Oklahoma received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Oregon in 2019

$36,492,988
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Oregon LIHEAP funding down

19.54%
from FY10 to FY19

402,817
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Oregon2

57,392
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Oregon in 2019

Oregon By the Numbers

   77.00%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Oregon have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Oregon lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
42.95%

disabled
42.03%

child under 6
17.85%

Only 14.25% of the total eligible population in Oregon received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Pennsylvania in 2019

$206,487,864
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Pennsylvania LIHEAP funding down

26.85%
from FY10 to FY19

973,876
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Pennsylvania2

329,243
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Pennsylvania in 2019

Pennsylvania By the Numbers

   77.18%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Pennsylvania have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Pennsylvania lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
37.77%

disabled
47.37%

child under 6
19.27%

Only 33.81% of the total eligible population in Pennsylvania received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Rhode Island in 2019

$23,722,645
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Rhode Island LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

132,290
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Rhode Island2

29,756
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Rhode Island in 2019

Rhode Island By the Numbers

   88.24%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Rhode Island have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Rhode Island lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
40.16%

disabled
29.44%

child under 6
18.64%

Only 22.49% of the total eligible population in Rhode Island received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to South Carolina in 2019

$45,497,728
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

South Carolina LIHEAP funding down

3.83%
from FY10 to FY19

454,826
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

South Carolina2

44,771
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in South Carolina in 2019

South Carolina By the Numbers

   74.81%
of LIHEAP recipients 

in South Carolina have 
at least one vulnerable 
member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves South Carolina lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
41.61%

disabled
40.80%

child under 6
16.93%

Only 9.84% of the total eligible population in South Carolina received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to South Dakota in 2019

$22,293,295
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

South Dakota LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

84,208
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

South Dakota2

21,823
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in South Dakota in 2019

South Dakota By the Numbers

   75.81%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
South Dakota have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves South Dakota lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
42.65%

disabled
32.72%

child under 6
18.71%

Only 25.92% of the total eligible population in South Dakota received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Tennessee in 2019

$65,651,305
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Tennessee LIHEAP funding down

8.93%
from FY10 to FY19

622,582
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Tennessee2

114,329
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Tennessee in 2019

Tennessee By the Numbers

   97.75%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Tennessee have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Tennessee lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
54.59%

disabled
67.24%

child under 6
19.53%

Only 18.36% of the total eligible population in Tennessee received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Texas in 2019

$161,003,678
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Texas LIHEAP funding down

12.16%
from FY10 to FY19

2,109,662
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Texas2

149,352
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Texas in 2019

Texas By the Numbers

   80.93%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Texas have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Texas lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
42.74%

disabled
54.29%

child under 6
17.29%

Only 7.08% of the total eligible population in Texas received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Utah in 2019

$25,664,652
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Utah LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

154,317
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Utah2

28,455
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Utah in 2019

Utah By the Numbers

   66.29%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Utah have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Utah lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
39.25%

disabled
48.29%

child under 6
27.62%

Only 18.44% of the total eligible population in Utah received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Vermont in 2019

$20,446,280
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Vermont LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

61,581
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Vermont2

28,192
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Vermont in 2019

Vermont By the Numbers

   80.40%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Vermont have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Vermont lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
42.46%

disabled
47.52%

child under 6
14.75%

Only 45.78% of the total eligible population in Vermont received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Virginia in 2019

$91,298,337
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Virginia LIHEAP funding down

9.48%
from FY10 to FY19

423,226
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Virginia2

130,193
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Virginia in 2019

Virginia By the Numbers

   86.48%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Virginia have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Virginia lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
43.05%

disabled
54.23%

child under 6
21.50%

Only 30.76% of the total eligible population in Virginia received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Washington in 2019

$60,083,420
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Washington LIHEAP funding down

19.46%
from FY10 to FY19

349,933
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Washington2

67,423
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Washington in 2019

Washington By the Numbers

   75.36%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Washington have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Washington lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
37.95%

disabled
48.16%

child under 6
15.81%

Only 19.27% of the total eligible population in Washington received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to West Virginia in 2019

$31,094,260
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

West Virginia LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

199,618
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

West Virginia2

48,786
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in West Virginia in 2019

West Virginia By the Numbers

   79.11%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
West Virginia have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves West Virginia lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
38.68%

disabled
61.93%

child under 6
12.77%

Only 24.44% of the total eligible population in West Virginia received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 



NATIONAL ENERGY & UTILITY AFFORDABILITY COALITION

PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Wisconsin in 2019

$104,675,585
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Wisconsin LIHEAP funding down

19.54%
from FY10 to FY19

660,036
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Wisconsin2

195,986
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Wisconsin in 2019

Wisconsin By the Numbers

   72.65%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Wisconsin have at least 
one vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Wisconsin lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
35.03%

disabled
39.86%

child under 6
18.48%

Only 29.69% of the total eligible population in Wisconsin received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 
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PROTECT LIHEAP IN 2021

Gross LIHEAP allocation 
to Wyoming in 2019

$10,275,562
 for utility payment assistance and 
home weatherization programs1

Wyoming LIHEAP funding down

20.03%
from FY10 to FY19

60,496
# of households eligible for LIHEAP in 

Wyoming2

8,132
# of low-income households that received 

LIHEAP in Wyoming in 2019

Wyoming By the Numbers

   80.52%
of LIHEAP recipients in 
Wyoming have at least one 
vulnerable member:

Federal home heating/cooling assistance saves Wyoming lives.

NEUAC urges Congress to protect LIHEAP funding for FY21.

www.neuac.org 

elderly over 60
46.46%

disabled
45.61%

child under 6
14.79%

Only 13.44% of the total eligible population in Wyoming received LIHEAP in 2019



Sources

1. FY10-19 Data, HHS; *FY2019 reflects preliminary data pending final data validation
2. Eligible households, households served and vulnerable household statistics supplied from state reports and are preliminary for FY2019
3. NEADA Purchasing Power Table
4. https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/tables/POP.htm
5. HHS FY2017 Budget Justification https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/olab/final_cj_2017_print.pdf
6. US Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html
7. https://neada.org/program-policy-reports/liheapsurvey/
8. “Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2015” https://www.federalreserve.gov/2015-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201605.pdf

Why Protect LIHEAP Funding?

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides critical home heating and 
cooling help to millions of vulnerable American families. LIHEAP funding peaked when Congress 
appropriated $5.1 billion for the program in FY09 and FY10. Since then, funding has fallen by 
more than one-third. Because of these cuts, one million fewer eligible households receive energy 
assistance, and average individual grants have been reduced.3

LIHEAP is not an entitlement. 

Unlike entitlement programs, LIHEAP is funded by the annual congressional appropriations 
process. While states set eligibility rates, federal statute limits houshold income to a maximum 
of 150 percent of the federal poverty guideline, or 60 percent of the state median income. For 
example, 150 percent of the FY20 poverty guideline for a family of three is $31,995.4 Most LIHEAP 
recipients earn much less than the maximum thresholds: the latest data show that a typical LIHEAP 
recipient household had a median income of 83.5 percent of the federal poverty guideline.5

The need for LIHEAP remains high. 

In 2018, the national poverty rate was 11.5 percent, and 38.1 million Americans lived in poverty.6

LIHEAP prioritizes vulnerable households. 

More than 90 percent of LIHEAP recipient households have at least one vulnerable person - a 
senior aged 60 or older, a child aged 18 or under, or an individual with a disability.7

LIHEAP makes the difference.

The Federal Reserve found that nearly half of American families would struggle to pay for an 
emergency expense costing $400.8 LIHEAP frequently meets those exact short-term emergencies 
and can be the difference between making ends meet or not. 

Protect LIHEAP. 


