s

The Legacy of Sister Patricia Ann Kelley
(June 22, 1936 - September 27, 1987)
St. Louis”

%@IEQQORDABMTY COALITION
2020 Annual Conference

UNITED WE STAND

NEUAC History Vignette:

“The Mother Teresa of
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. Nun uses persuasive powers
NEUAC honors the legacy of Sister | help St. Louis’ poor, e,der,y

Pat KeIIey by bestowing an annual award B

ST. LOUIS (AP) - Katharin

in her honor to a person with exemplary G

gas lnll and the weather
Sh n:l dh Iprasv.

achievement in furthering NEUAC's

year*okd. lrish Catholic nun wha
is a persuasive advocate for the

objectives of increasing public awareness of T —

and they kept my gas on. 1 was
50 grateful. No one ever helped

low-income energy problems, advancing R

P
N M M three montha without heat last
year because my gas was cut

energy assistance policy, and promoting o
dsl ster Kelle y[ IMiuxe |.|L1\i'ei

! M irector o sour

Energycare Inc a non-profit
charitable energy assistance. e
eedy pay cme gency utility
bllls Her agency. the only one
of its kind in the state, lles en-
tirely on contr buuons and
rec:‘i,ve: no ?o‘ve;r‘\,me itnfund =
M M “'We do a lot of begging.” she
said in an interview at her base-
Missouri EnergyCare eventually spurred the ot i i b
south St. Louis. "We try to get

creation of the National Fuel Funds Network e e i

Her office, for example, was
dunal.cd by the hotel owner. The
rniture is on loan from a local [AP photol

aﬂd |ater NEUAC, V\/|th a m|SS|On tO ad\/ocate it Siheer Pitrcln aliy, ' ATvelold NHIch, GG

“I'M LIVING the way nuns nun, runs Missouri Energycare Inc., a unique agency
have always lived,” she said. that helps the poor pay their utility bills. The agency

fo r e n e rgy a S S i Sta n Ce . ;:(v:"rii;elgzec;fca]:ge u;m;l! ;:-L receives no government support and Sister Pat says

she must use "creativity” in her search for funds.
through osmosis." o
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Sister Pat Kelley, a member of the Sisters of Charity Order, is
credited as the “founding mother” of the national effort to
advocate for energy assistance.




A life dedicated to service

During her professional life, Sister Pat
worked as a teacher, vocational counselor
and volunteer probation and parole officer
In hospitals and in pastoral service.

After 25 vears of religious life, Sister Pat
went to Sedona, Arizona in 1980 for a
yearlong retreat. She returned determined
to devote the rest of her life to helping the
poor and elderly.
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ACENERGYCARE

Saving Lives By Degrees

In March 1981 Sister Pat was selected to administer a one-year $20,000 grant from the
National Council of Senior Citizens. The grant established "Missouri Project EnergyCare" to
assist limited- and fixed-income elderly with energy related needs.

She served as the organization's president and executive director.
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Gone too soon...

On Monday September 28, 1987, Sister Pat’s
life was cut short by a senseless act of
violence.

News of her death made headlines. A St.
Louis Post-Dispatch editorial stated that “she
raised not only money - she also raised the
consciousness of those who could make a
difference in the plight of those who too
often have to do without.”
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Past Sister Patricia A. Kelley Award Winners

2010 David Parker, American Gas Association
2011 Patricia Wrice, Operation Fuel, Inc.
2012 David Carroll, APPRISE
2013 Cindy Datig, Dollar Energy

Joe Guarinello, HeartShare Human Services
2014 Olivia Wein, National Consumer Law Center
2015 Mary Ellen Vanni, Fuel Fund of Maryland
2016 Skip Arnold, Energy Outreach Colorado
2017/ Lou Gonzales, Florida Power and Light
2018 Jacqueline Berger, APPRISE
2019 Tanya Jones, HeartShare Human Services
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Congratulations David Rinebolt

Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy
2020 Sister Pat Kelley Awardee

David has fought for vulnerable populations for 35+ years through energy
assistance programs. He founded Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy in 1996
and is in his second stint as executive director (1996-2014; 2019-present).
David fiercely advocates for Ohio's limited income citizens.

His accomplishments include:

- Program Manager; U.S. DOE WAP - implemented updated technical Thank you for your years of
standards; increased program production by 20 percent - service and devotion to the causes
- Oversees seven Ohio utilities programs; three fuel funds; $14 million championed by Sister Pat Kelley.
budget NEUAC looks forward to
- OPAE members helped low income Ohioans save 15,755,162.00 kWh in | presenting your award next year in
energy; weatherized 11,204 homes (2019) San Diego where you can be
- Secured increased funding for Ohio's energy assistance programs (2019) |  formally honored by your peers.
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Slster Patrlua Ann KeIIey

lifting
others.

~Robert Ingersoll
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Continue the Learning: Sources

Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word:

https://www.amormeus.org/en/blog/st-louis-review-presents-article-on-charitable-
work-by-sister-pat-kelley-ccvi/#more-4146

EnergyCare Missouri: http://www.energycare.org/mission

Chicago Tribune: March 7, 1988:
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-1988-03-0/-8804050184-story.html

Memorial - Sister Patricia Ann Kelley:
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/76569911/patricia-ann-kelley
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https://www.amormeus.org/en/blog/st-louis-review-presents-article-on-charitable-work-by-sister-pat-kelley-ccvi/#more-4146
http://www.energycare.org/mission
http://www.energycare.org/mission
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-1988-03-07-8804050184-story.html
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/76569911/patricia-ann-kelley

Narrators

Katrina Metzler, NEUAC

Brenda Watson, Operation Fuel
Michael J. Bradford, Salvation Army-Project Share

John Rich, Mid America Assistance Coalition
Tanya Jones, HeartShare Human Services of New York
Connie Sanchez, Spire
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