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Case Study: 
Community Solar for Community Action  
Partnership with the Leech Lake Nation  
Energy Assistance Program 
 
• Community solar garden is 217.6 kW  (DC) 
• 100% low-income subscribers 
• All subscribers LIHEAP qualified 
• System owned by Tribal LIHEAP service provider 
• Funding from state dollars 
• Subscriptions annually transferable 
• Subscriptions sized by low-income household’s energy burden 
• EAP service partially delivered through VNMCs, prioritizing 

homes with electric heat 
• $25,000 per year solar energy production value delivered to 

low-income families  





Finance Lessons Learned  
from Leech Lake 



 







Partnerships: 
The Power to  
Make a Difference! 

Benefits of CS4CA PFS Energy Assistance 
Program Partnership Innovation: 
 
1) Low-income customer identification 
2) Income Verification 
3) Public-private financing 
4) Utility relationships already exist 
5) Mission and service alignment 
6) National infrastructure 
7) Scalable, replicable, iterative 



 We want to hear from you.  
 

• What are your energy assistance program 
challenges and desired outcomes? 

 

• How are you building a human services 
organization for the future? 

 

• How might a person-centered and performance-
based low-income energy assistance program like 
CS4CA make a difference in your region? 

 

• How can RREAL partner with you to generate the 
power to make a difference for low-income families 
and communities, the environment, and the 
economic well-being of all of US? 

Scaling and Replicating the Service Innovation with Pay for Success Financing 
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