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National Advocacy Session 



What is advocacy? 

 Educating Members of Congress and their staff 

 Anyone and everyone can be advocate 



Advocacy Schedule 

 President’s budget is released 

 Senate sends letter in response to budget 

 Dear Colleague letter to Senate Appropriators 

 Dear Colleague letter to House Appropriators 

 LIHEAP Action Day 

 Appropriations season begins 

 House and Senate Labor-HHS-Education 
Subcommittee draft legislation 

 Full House and Senate vote on the legislation 

 



Party Breakdown 



Northern Democrats 

Congresswoman Marcia 

Fudge (D-OH) ✓ 

Senator Ed Markey (D-MA) ✓ Congresswoman  

Debbie Dingell (D-MI) ✓ 



Southern Democrats 

Congressman  

Beto O’Rourke (D-TX) ✓  
Congressman  

Henry Cuellar (D-TX) X 

Congresswoman  

Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) ✓  



Running for President 



Running for President:  

Bernie Edition 

Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) 



Moderate Republicans 

Congressman  

Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ) ✓ 

Congressman  

Will Hurd (R-TX) ✓ 
Senator Rob Portman (R-OH) X 



Conservative Republicans 

Congressman  

Mark Meadows (R-NC) X 

Congressman 

Jim Jordan (R-OH) X Congressman  

Jody Hice (R-GA) X 



Champions 

 

 CC 

Senator 

Susan Collins 

(R-ME) 

Senator  

Jack Reed 

(D-VT) 

Congressman 

Peter Welch 

(D-VT) 

Congressman 

Peter King (R-NY) 



Labor-HHS Appropriators 

“In these tough economic conditions we owe 
it to our families to make sure that they don’t 
have to choose between paying their rent 
and heating their homes.” – Senator Murray 

Senator  

Patty Murray  

(D-WA) 

Ranking 

Member 

NEUAC 2018  

Extra Mile 

Award 

Recipient 

Senator Roy  

Blunt (R-MO) 

Chairman 



Labor-HHS Appropriators 

On March 15, 2018, DeLauro told HHS 
Secretary Azar at his congressional testimony 
that she had heard from constituents who 
depend on LIHEAP during LIHEAP Action Day.    

Congresswoman 

Rosa DeLauro 

(D-CT) 

Ranking 

Member 

Congressman 

Tom Cole (R-OK) 

Chairman 



The Most Important Member 



Your Representative 

 

 

 Go to https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-
representative and enter your zip code  

    

Congressman Ruben Gallego (D-AZ) – Phoenix ✓ 

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative


What You Can Do 

 Come to Washington, DC for LIHEAP Action Day! 

 Sign onto the All Parties Letter and distribute Dear 
Colleague letters 

 Share your stories with NEUAC! 
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LIHEAP Funding: FY1982-2016 

First LIHEAP 

Action Day    

Jan. 8, 2003 



Materials & Messaging 

 The State Sheet.   
- Dollars: how much the state got 

in the past. 

- Households: # Eligible, # Served, 
and Ratio – % NOT served.  
Nationally, only 1 in 5 eligible get 
LIHEAP. 

- % Eligible, % HH Served 
Elderly/Child/Any Vulnerable 

- Talking Points: The Same for 
everyone. 

• Not an entitlement 

• Need is still high 

• Serves the most vulnerable 

• LIHEAP Makes The Difference 

 



Where We Are Today 

 House Labor-HHS bill text released June 15th keeps 
LIHEAP funding at $3.6 billion 

 

 Senate Labor-HHS bill released yesterday increases 
LIHEAP funding to $3.7 billion 

 

 Both await vote out of the full Appropriations Committee 



Bill Text 



Questions? 

jfranks@eei.org 


